
League of Women Voters               Lexington County Candidate Questions and Responses    10.19.17 

of the Columbia Area 

Batesburg-Leesville Council District 2 

Question Olin Eric Gambrell III Tripp Williamson  

What is your 

primary reason for 

running for this 

office? 

 

I have over 35 years of experience as a councilman and manager. I know that 

I have a few good years of information left in me. With the changing of 

information in this day and time, I am willing to go above the learning curve. 

I also have the time to dedicate to the community. 

I have chosen to run for Batesburg- Leesville town council district 2 to become 

more involved in my community. I have lived in this town my entire life and 

have witnessed the evolution it has undergone. Now feels like the right time 

for new approaches and leadership to move the town forward in innovative and 

fiscally responsible ways.  

 

What are the top 

three challenges 

that your town 

faces? 

 

1. Taxes  

2. Expenses  

3. Growth  

Viability, Batesburg-Leesville has been fortunate to have several large 

manufacturing facilities and prominent family owned/operated restaurants. 

However, I feel that more emphasis should be put on attracting new 

worthwhile and well paying job opportunities within our town.  

Proactivity, The town has seen a recent growth of businesses both fast food 

and shopping related and with that growth increases in traffic. The town needs 

a long term solution in place to handle the existing and future influx of traffic.  

Infrastructure, It is important to insure that short term and long term growth 

does not outpace the town's water and wastewater capabilities. Ensuring 

system efficiencies in the town's potable water sources and 

safe/environmentally responsible wastewater system 

What are your 

recommended 

solutions for these 

challenges? 

 

1. Taxes are the major source of income and the town needs to address this 

issue. We have to be able to research and identify all sources of income. 

2. Expenses – as an ever increasing problem of meeting mandates from the 

state and federal governments, the town must learn to live within a 

budget. Once must have an insight into what is going on in our 

community, whether it be source of income or expenses. 

3. Growth – with recent growth both by annexation and increase of 

citizens. 

 

There are no simple solutions to the challenges ahead. It is important to fully 

realize and prioritize the obstacles that stand before the town. With the 

guidance from the town strategic plan and expert feedback, I believe that I will 

bring unique ideas and approaches to council 

Describe how you 

will make your 

town a better place 

to live, work and 

play? 

 

I have lived in this town for over 25 years. My family is here, my church is 

here, my life is here. I alone cannot make the town a better place to live, 

work, and play. We all must work together. 

 

 

Batesburg-Leesville’s small town charm is what makes it unique. The 

community is full of amazing, caring people who love this place as much as I 

do. It’s the traditions like the Poultry Festival along with the dedication of 

firefighters, police officers, teachers and business owners that work together to 

protect what makes this small town so appealing. It will be my priority if 

elected to town council to maintain an open line of communication with the 

residents of B-L. 

 

Tom Mims did not respond 
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of the Columbia Area 

Batesburg-Leesville Town Council District 3 

Question Steve Cain Gail R. Gibson  

What is your 

primary reason for 

running for this 

office? 

 

I am seeking re-election to the Batesburg-Leesville Town Council because 

want to continue to lead the efforts to match resources with the needs of our 

citizens. Smart, controlled growth is essential to the future success of our 

community. If elected to another term on council, I plan to focus on creating 

jobs that pay a living wage and workforce housing. My goal is to work with 

community leaders, school district officials and other local civic groups to put 

Batesburg-Leesville on the list of the Best Towns to live in South Carolina. 

Perhaps the most important reason I am seeking another term on Council is 

because I love my community and I enjoy serving the children and families that 

live in here in our small tightknit community. 

I have been a citizen of Batesburg-Leesville for twenty-eight years, and 

during that time I have spoken with many residents voicing their concern for 

the lack of unity and progress that the present councilman has brought to the 

town. We are indeed a great town with many attributes and a sense of town 

pride, however, when there is a division brought on by the leadership there 

can be no unity in your community.  

 

What are the top 

three challenges 

that your town 

faces? 

 

The top three challenges that face Batesburg-Leesville are town beautification, 

jobs & workforce housing and infrastructure improvements. 

 

a)      Division 

b)      Pride 

c)       Economic stability 

The division is an issue that I believe most communities deal with on one 

level or another. Although we all live in a community where we should feel 

comfortable with our neighbors there is a sense of “us” and “them”.  

  

Pride should be something that is felt the moment anyone enters our 

community and talks with a resident of Batesburg-Leesville. I believe that 

when one looks good one feels good about themselves. When your 

community is clean and well maintained there is a look and feel that 

welcomes visitors to your home. 

  

Economic stability is a drawing card for any community, be it for the 

residents that live there, or for people that are looking to relocate and make 

Batesburg-Leesville their hometown. With new businesses coming into the 

area we are seeing a sense of pride in our residents. I would like to see this 

continue as our community grows.  

 

What are your 

recommended 

solutions for these 

challenges? 

 

Making Batesburg-Leesville a desirable place to live begins with improving the 

aesthetics of our community particularly the major entry points to the town. I 

support new welcoming signage for these entry points. I support investing in our 

two business districts in town to make them more pedestrian friendly. We need 

to recommit to maintaining clean neighborhoods with litter campaigns and 

informal community covenants.  

  

I believe in full employment for our citizenry. We must invest resources in 

public/private ventures with a goal of creating 2,000 jobs that pay workers a 

living wage. The Town should hire professionals to work with staff on a 

comprehensive plan to recruit local and global partners to create new jobs in our 

community. Growth can only be measured by the number of new families who 

choose to locate here in Batesburg-Leesville. This means that we must not only 

In order to see our community come together and learn to respect and help 

their neighbors, I would like to see community activities such as block 

parties, welcoming new neighbors when they move into the neighborhood, 

and a neighbor clean-up day. It would be very beneficial for us as a 

community to sit down and talk with one another about the importance of 

caring for our neighbor and neighborhood. Working with those who are in 

need of employment or social activities. Making sure that we truly become 

the village that it takes to raise our children, with a safe environment and a 

loving heart. 

 



Question Steve Cain Gail R. Gibson  

create new high-paying jobs, but we also should partner with builders to invest 

in new housing subdivisions and viable rental units.   

  

Everyone in Batesburg-Leesville is aware of my passion as it relates to our water 

and sewer issues. I am committed to pursuing ground and surface water sources 

that will be more than sufficient to serve our community through the next 

millennium. We must redirect our attention and resources towards securing a 

new water source and it’s vital that we upgrade and repair our sewer plant. 

Owning our water and sewer plants keep us strong and independent. 

Describe how you 

will make your 

town a better place 

to live, work and 

play? 

 

My passion as a Councilmember is to encourage a clean and more beautiful 

Batesburg-Leesville. I believe that we should invest in making Batesburg-

Leesville a more walkable and bike friendly community. We need more family 

activities for our residents and families in the surrounding area.  I work with 

individuals and groups in my council district and other neighbors on liter 

control, big trash removal and maintaining clear rights-of-way and storm water 

drainage ditches and basins. I am very sensitive to providing good customer 

service to our citizens regardless of their address particularly in maintaining a 

clean and safe community. 

 I truly believe that some of our actions start with a single person, in other 

words, if each one can help one we will be a better people. I must start by 

setting an example of how to treat others, and how I want others to treat me.  I 

must have a caring heart not only about my community but my fellow 

neighbors also. I must be the leader that is willing to make the changes that I 

am asking others to help make. If I ask that you work hard to keep our 

neighborhood clean then I must be willing to get out and do the work in my 

own front door first, and then go out into the community to help keep it clean. 

Report issues that are of concern to those around us, whether they are mental, 

physical or emotional.  After all, we are our neighbor's keeper.  
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of the Columbia Area 

Batesburg-Leesville Town Council, District 5 

Question Stephen M. McKenzie 

What is your 

primary reason for 

running for this 

office? 

 

I am running for town council to provide representation for my constituency in District 5. This is one of the poorer districts in B-L and it has been 

seemingly forgotten by town government.                         

 

What are the top 

three challenges 

that your town 

faces? 

 

The top three challenges of B-L are a lack of manufacturing jobs available to young people to keep them from leaving in search of employment. 

There is a lack of infrastructure, particularly sidewalks, that has existed for many years. The school system in middle and high school needs to be 

improved to provide future trainable workers for industry. 

What are your 

recommended 

solutions for these 

challenges? 

 

Solutions to these problems will involve cooperation between town, county, and state governments, particularly in the areas of education and 

industrial development.  Batesburg-Leesville has a 5 year Strategic Plan that was passed in September 2017 which addresses planned solutions to 

these problems, and more. This plan encompasses community, economy and government goals to resolve the problems. The biggest obstacle will be 

getting the goals implemented. The plan is available at the Batesburg-Leesville website.  I intend to make sure that the goals are implemented to 

benefit EVERYONE 

  
Neither Shirley Mitchell nor Bob Penick responded. A letter addressed to Ms. Mitchell came back as addressee unknown, and Ms. Mitchell did not give an email address. 
  



 


