
League of Women Voters                          Lexington County Candidate Questions and Responses         10.19.17 

of the Columbia Area 

Swansea Mayor 

Question Michael Loungo Jerald Sanders 

What is your 

primary reason 

for running for 

this office? 

 

The reason I am running for office of Mayor of the town of Swansea, SC is to get the 

community re-engaged back into the mix of the towns affairs. I want to get the council to 

work in their districts,  hear the communities concerns so real work can get done in this 

town.  

 

I have served the State of South Carolina and my community on various Board's, 

Commission's, and Committee's for many years. As a Community Activist I have 

been outspoken on issues concerning Children, Low Income Families and the 

Senior Adult population, just to name a few. 

 

I have worked to feed many people without food and find shelter for those without 

housing. 

After being on Town Council for nine years and seeing the decay of the Swansea 

Community and the downtown area of Swansea, and going through the hardships 

of dishonesty, and where the integrity by some in Leadership in our local 

government saddened me. I heard the cries of the people of Swansea "For 

Change." I decided to run for mayor. We have many challenges in Swansea. 

Abandon buildings, run down vacant property, and wholesome family 

entertainment is what most people in our town want the mayor to take a leadership 

role most of all. 

What are the top 

three challenges 

that your town 

faces? 

 

The first issue is the town and the way is currently looks. Some of the towns downtown 

area buildings are falling down and no one seems to be doing anything about it. The 

second issue concerns the cost of water and how it always seems to be rising in cost. The 

third issue has to do with certain business that do not care about the condition of how 

they store there goods. Some of the business just leave there junk all over the back and 

front with no concern for the other business in the area.  

 

What are your 

recommended 

solutions for 

these 

challenges? 

 

We hope when elected to work with the towns resources to trim the current budget and 

start a revitalization program. Look into tapping into resources like the South Carolina 

municipal association for training class for the mayor and the council members to help 

educate ourselves in order to be better prepared to run our town ( a must)!! We are going 

to look into the current agreement with joint water commission to see if we still want to 

be a part of it or can we as a town try to supply our own water needs.We want to lay a 

better foundation for the next mayor or council members so they will have an easier time 

running this town! We will be working with council members to give them more 

responsibility getting more involved in their respective district. We will be looking into 

Spending less money getting companies to write for grant monies and start doing more of 

that ourselves.  

 

My Plan of Action: 

1. Community Development Project: 

A. Form partnerships to clean up our Neighborhoods, and abandon property. 

B. Revitalization Project to the downtown area. (To give new life to the town 

and to give new vitality and vigor to the downtown area). 

C. Bring new business, means new jobs. 

D. Working closely with the present business to help make them better and help 

them to grow. 

E. Develop a Family Entertainment Center (FEC)  Bring in venues for family 

entertainment. Such as (Indoor Amusement and or Indoor Theme Park). 

Describe how 

you will make 

your town a 

better place to 

live, work and 

play? 

I plan to work to establishing a better communication link between our council members 

and our community needs. I will be working hard to bring more transparency to the entire 

office of mayor in this town. I will do this with honesty, integrity and humility! I have 

already and I am currently working hard each and every day up to and when elected and 

during my tenure as mayor to improve each and every day to help my community become 

a better place to be proud of again. I will strive to put as many resources around me, the 

council and the community for our success. 

I plan to form partnerships with other organizations , business and political leaders 

to assist us to make Swansea a safe and better place to live. 

 Ray Spires did not respond 
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