
League of Women Voters                       Lexington County Candidate Questions and Responses           10.19.17 

of the Columbia Area 

West Columbia Town Council, District 1 

Question Pete Fisher Mike Green 

What is your 

primary reason 

for running for 

this office? 

 

Having recently completed the New Law School I was looking for a new challenge and 

an opportunity to improve our city for our children and grandchildren.  There are 

compelling reasons to have someone with my experience on council as it pertains to the 

following questions. 

 

I very recently won a special election for this seat on the fairly central premise of 

fixing the Wilton Road Bridge in our community. It was destroyed in the flood, 

and remains in disrepair, causing all sorts of continuing problems for commuters. I 

promised the citizens it would remain my top priority, and it still is.  

 

What are the top 

three challenges 

that your town 

faces and their 

recommended 

solutions? 

a. Economic Development – Bring in new business to the City and new development.  

This may include redevelopment of existing areas.  Provide a fertile environment for 

current businesses to operate.  Work with the public sector to increase incomes 

within the City. 

b. Infrastructure – Roads, water, and sewer are all in need of repairs while keeping 

appropriate budgets in place to accomplish the work in a timely manner.  This work 

needs to be planned, budgeted and implemented in concert with city revenues and 

bond referendums.   

c. Finances – Maintaining  sound fiscal practices and a high level of accountability.  

Knowledge of upcoming projects and the costs of the construction so that planning 

and budgeting decisions can be considered by city council. 

 

1. Fixing Wilton Road Bridge. It's unusable state of disrepair causes problems 

for commuters, industry, and tourism alike. Which why the bridge must 

remain a top priority for the city of West Columbia.  Ringing private property 

owners, the SCDOT and the city all to the table of discussion is a must, and it 

will require involvement from each to solve the problem. 

2. Water security. Making sure the capacity of our water plant today is sufficient 

to meet the demands of tomorrow. A solution here requires other 

municipalities who draw from our water system to pay their fair share for the 

infrastructure required for the additional capacity.  

3.  Transparency. Currently, our city council meetings are not available in real 

time on the internet for our citizens who cannot attend in-person. A user-

friendly remedy to this problematic scenario serves every citizen of our city 

and I believe it is a priority. 

 

Describe how 

you will make 

your town a 

better place to 

live, work and 

play? 

I don’t know that I alone can make West Columbia a better place to live, work, and play.  

However,  if we all work together and make good decisions for the citizens and instill a 

teamwork atmosphere approach then it will become a better place to live , work , and 

play. 

As I stated, fixing the Wilton Road Bridge will allow our citizens to once again 

enjoy a reduced traffic flow, as well as reduced commuter time. When our citizens 

spend less time in the car sitting at stop light workarounds they can spend more 

time with their families. 

 Virginia McGrady did not respond 
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of the Columbia Area 

West Columbia Town Council, District 5 

Question Boyd J. Jones Mickey Pringle 

What is your 

primary reason 

for running for 

this office? 

 

I have served as the West Columbia Council member for District 5 since 2005.  I 

have worked tirelessly for the residents of District 5 to address the needs of our 

community. I serve on the National League of Cities Economic Development 

Advisory Committee Board of Directors and the Vice President of the Lexington 

County Municipal Association.  These appointments have allowed me to provide a 

voice for our community on the local and national levels.  I want to continue to serve 

the residents of District 5 and West Columbia to continue to make this community a 

great place to live and work. 

My reason for entering the race for city council is to try and improve the quality of life 

for the residents of District 5.  I have lived in this district for the past 30 years and I see 

the quality of life deteriorating because of the increase of drugs, guns and criminal 

activity in the community.  Also, there are no programs for at-risk youth or senior 

citizens.  There is a lack of precedence in keeping our roads and playgrounds 

maintained. 

What are the top 

three challenges 

that your town 

faces and their 

recommended 

solutions? 

As a current city councilman, I am working with city officials to find solutions for 

our neighborhoods in need.  I am working to provide after school opportunities for 

our children and I have supported the City’s efforts to work with Lexington School 

District Two to obtain the 21st Century Grant which will provide after school care 

and enrichment programs during after school hours for the children at BC Grammar 

Elementary.  I have also been meeting with elected officials from other cities and 

states to bring resources to my district to provide job training, and education 

opportunities to our citizens. I am working with city officials and a professional 

consulting firm to identify resources to provide better housing and property 

maintenance opportunities for our citizens. 

As I see it the top 3 challenges that face our community are: 

a. drugs, guns and criminal activity on any given night, you can hear gunfire. People 

have been killed in drive by shootings; drugs are prevalent throughout the 

community.   

 

My recommended solutions are to have programs in place to help children that 

have dropped out of school and are at-risk of dropping out that will help them get a 

GED and provide job opportunities. Look into getting a program to help young 

adults with criminal records get them expunged in order to increase their ability to 

get a job. In my opinion, if we can get them working, the crimes, shootings, and 

drug activity will decrease. 

 

b. We need programs to address the educational needs of the youth that have dropped 

out or are at-risk of dropping out of school.  We also need to provide opportunities 

for our senior citizens to be involved in cultural activities.  The playground were 

our young people play is not adequate.  There are no lights, no water fountains; the 

restrooms consist of a couple of port-a-johns. 

   

c. We need to have more dialogue with our county government concerning the up 

keep of our roads. 

Describe how 

you will make 

your town a 

better place to 

live, work and 

play? 

 

As a current councilman, I was instrumental in working with City staff and City 

Council to hire a professional consulting group to develop a community 

revitalization plan for District 5. I will continue to work to ensure implantation of 

this revitalization plan. For District 5 residents, I will continue to advocate for 

community outreach programs such as Coffee with the Chiefs of West Columbia and 

senior citizens’ appreciation luncheons.  I want my residents to know that they have 

a voice and that City Council and City staff hears their concerns and needs. As a 

result of these community programs, District 5 residents have seen an increase in 

dialog with City Hall and responsiveness from the police department. I am also 

working with Staff to improve lighting our streets, to improve Butler Park, and to 

provide additional recreational opportunities in our community. 

Work with our local churches to help provide a location to have a place for our seniors 

to go, at least three times a week for cultural activities and socialization.  Have 

conversations with city and county government about providing adequate playground 

facilities for our younger residents. 

 

Have dialogue with city and county government concerning code enforcement for the 

maintenance of yards, vacant, and abandoned properties. 

 Marland Hardy Mitchell did not respond 
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of the Columbia Area 

West Columbia Town Council, District 7 

Question Leslie Efron-Platt Erin Porter Richard C. Walker 

What is your 

primary reason 

for running for 

this office? 

 

I am running for West Columbia City Council from 

District 7 because I care deeply for my hometown. I feel 

that the voters in District 7 need to have a strong 

representative to effectively communicate their feelings 

and desires and to look out for their best interests. I am 

qualified and ready to assume the job.  I like being in 

touch with those I represent and I feel that I am a good 

listener and an effective leader.  I decided I wanted to run 

for city council when I was called upon by my 

neighborhood to fight an effort by a developer to 

subdivide a single family, riverfront lot into a 24-unit 

development.  I put a lot of research and planning into the 

successful neighborhood effort!  At that point, I decided 

that when my children finished school, I would run for city 

council. 

I want to be a part of the team that thoughtfully considers 

what is best for our city, its residents and the next 

generation.  Working on long term solutions for land 

planning while properly managing the revitalization of 

our city and protecting our watersheds and rivers.  With 

17 years’ experience working as a professionally licensed 

engineer I am a candidate that can problem solve with an 

expertise in public infrastructure.   

I am running for City Council to provide strong, 

experienced leadership and management needed in 

District 7 and to maintain and continue the current 

City of West Columbia initiatives of Gateway 

Preservation, Redevelopment, Tourism and Business 

Development. 

What are the 

top three 

challenges that 

your town 

faces? 

1. Maintain a positive quality of life for our residents 

through activities geared towards all ages and 

interests and through facilities to support a multitude 

of indoor and outdoor activities. 

2. Maintain and improve property values in our 

residential neighborhoods. 

3. Maintain a positive economic outlook in our city via 

smart growth through annexation and redevelopment 

of aging city neighborhoods and businesses.  We 

need to attract businesses that will provide our 

residents with the products and services that they 

want without having to leave West Columbia.  We 

need to attract businesses that will provide a strong 

tax basis for our city.  We need to streetscape our 

major corridors so that our city is visually attractive 

to residents and visitors and so that businesses will 

want to locate here. 

1. Properly managing land development and growth, 

protecting historic assets, introduce architectural 

standards and street beautification while expanding 

the borders of the City. 

2. Making necessary infrastructure upgrades and 

prioritizing the replacement of aging drinking water 

and wastewater conveyance infrastructure. 

3. Attraction and retention of young professionals and 

families 

Economic Development/Redevelopment, Tourism 

and Maintenance of the high quality of living 

standards.    

What are your 

recommended 

solutions for 

these 

challenges? 

1. I feel we need to continue to embrace our river as the 

center attraction for recreation.  We need to make 

sure we keep the river clean and the riverfront clean 

and safe. I feel the proposed Bike/Walk plan for our 

area is important to give all residents close and safe 

access to all of the amenities our city has to offer.  

We need to continue to provide recreational and/or 

mentally stimulating activities for our youth and for 

our senior citizens  

2. I would like to see our existing neighborhoods thrive.  

I would focus on street maintenance, safety, code 

enforcement and partnerships within our district to 

help our aging population with things they are no 

1. Character cannot be recreated; it is important that we 

do what we can to preserve and protect areas of 

West Columbia that have historical significance.  

Properly managing land development also includes 

protecting our watersheds, wetlands and rivers.  

Providing proper access to development, thinking 

long term about traffic flow and patterns, and 

introduce standards to make the city attractive.  

2. Seek state and federal funding and put in place 

systematic programs to rehabilitate and replace 

aging systems within the City of West Columbia.  

Upgrade undersized pipes, providing fire flow where 

we are able and fixing or replacing malfunctioning 

 To Broaden city revenue through officially 

approved annexation; 

 To maintain lower taxes through business 

development and redevelopment; 

 To support strong public safety services; 

 To provide high quality city services at the 

lowest possible cost; 

 To further the beautification of West Columbia 



Question Leslie Efron-Platt Erin Porter Richard C. Walker 

longer able to do or need temporary help with.  The 

neighborhoods within my district are mostly well 

kept and are in high demand for resale.  Maintaining 

this climate will help our property values to be stable 

or increase.  Safety is important so that our residents 

and guests are able to live and play without fear.  We 

have an outstanding police force and I would like to 

see retention improved by providing salaries equal to 

or better than surrounding jurisdictions.   

3. I would work to continue to entice the types of 

businesses that our residents desire; grocery stores, 

restaurants and service providers. By attracting the 

right businesses we will build a future generation of 

residents who feel the same way I do about our city 

and will not want to leave. We are fortunate to have 

Lexington Medical Center and all of the surrounding 

Medical facilities within our borders, so we need to 

attract complimentary businesses that can provide 

support services to the medical field so that our 

residents do not have to leave West Columbia.  We 

need to work with our existing businesses to ensure 

that they are good neighbors and do not pollute our 

environment.  I would work to implement 

development standards and special districts to define 

and preserve the character and heritage of our 

existing neighborhoods.  

 

fire hydrants.  Improved fire flows will improve fire 

ratings and can result in lower insurance premiums 

for residents and businesses.  Rehabbing and lining 

aging wastewater systems.  Appropriate maintenance 

will lower water and sewer bills over the long term.  

Properly maintaining our infrastructure and keeping 

storm water systems clear of debris and trash should 

be a priority for the city.    

3. The City of West Columbia must retain all 

demographic segments of our population, for our 

city to grow and attract new businesses and young 

professionals we must be a place that is livable, 

workable, affordable and safe.  Offering quality city 

services and working with our school board to attract 

more young families to raise their children here. 

Describe how 

you will make 

your town a 

better place to 

live, work and 

play? 

I will work tirelessly to keep West Columbia the type 

of city that we all have grown to love for its emphasis 

on the arts and on riverside recreation.  I will strive to 

make sure that any future development in the city is 

in the best interests of all the residents.  I will try to 

entice the types of businesses and developments that 

my constituents want. I will always listen to what my 

constituents have to say and follow up on their 

questions and concerns to the best of my ability.  I 

promise to always listen to the voices of my 

constituents when considering city issues.  I will 

always be available to listen to anything my 

constituents have to say.  I promise to be a good 

steward of your tax dollars. 

The City of West Columbia is poised for remarkable 

things with the revitalization of the River and Arts 

District in Vista West and development on our major 

arteries into our city.  We must capitalize on the city 

being a community that is affordable, livable, and more 

than just a gateway to Columbia but an aesthetic hub that 

is in a central location that not only provides convenient 

access to Columbia and Lexington; but a place to live, 

raise a family, build a business and retire.  A place that 

provides top-notch services, safe drinking water, supports 

law enforcement and emergency personnel, provides 

areas for recreation, socially connected and provides a 

quality education for our children. 

The key to making the City of West Columbia a great 

place to live, work and play is strong leadership, a 

well managed city growth plan, key economic 

development initiatives, high quality city services, a 

great school system, top tier medical 

providers/facilities and abundant recreational areas. 

The City must appeal to visitors utilizing existing 

tourism attractions like the Riverbanks Zoo, River 

Walk, Amphitheater, festivals, parades and events. It 

also has a wide variety of businesses, services, 

restaurants, cafes and shopping areas that appeal to 

visitors coming West Columbia. All these areas can 

be greatly expanded through City Leadership and 

Management initiatives of the Gateway Preservation, 

Economic Redevelopment, Tourism and Business 

Development. If I am elected as the City Council 

Member in District 7, City of West Columbia, I will 

provide that Leadership and strong, experienced 

Management that is needed to carry on our City’s 

initiatives and fully develop its potential. 
 


